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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 

1 . I3 This communication is responsive to September 15. 1999 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 7-3. 5-76. 19 and 20.- e 

3. □ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

4. |3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

a) M All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
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3. S received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 119(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
THREE MONTHS FROM THE "DATE MAILED" of this Office Action. Failure to timely comply will result in 
ABANDONMENT of this application. Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1136(a). 
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(d) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment. 
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Draftsperson. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. In response to the Amendment received on September 15, 1999, the examiner has carefully 
considered the amendments. The examiner acknowledges the cancellation of claim 4. The claim 
objections under 37 CFR 1.75 (c) for claims 6-7, 11, 15, and 19 have been overcome by the amendment 
and has hereby been withdrawn for consideration. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claims 17 and 18 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being 
drawn to a non-elected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made 
without traverse in Paper No. 5 received September 15, 1999. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments received September 15, 1999 have been fully considered and are found to 
be persuasive. The prior art made of record fails to teach an injectable photocured crosslinked 
hydraluronic acid hydrogel having a network structure containing an aqueous medium that has the 
properties as discloses in the instant claims 1 and 8-10. The prior art also fails to teach that the 
hydraluronic acid derivative is photocrosslinked with a photoreactive crosslinking group wherein the 
crosslinking group is a cinnamic acid derivative containing a spacer and chemically links to the 
hydroluronic acid to form a cyclobutane ring through inter- or intra-molecular dimerization. In addition, 
the prior art fails to teach irradiation of the composition in an aqueous medium then heat treating the 
hydrogel product or heat treating the composition in an aqueous medium before irradiation then having 
an additional heat treatment after irradiation. 

The prior art also fails to teach the instant invention in a biomedical kit in which the hydrogel of 
the instant invention is in a container which can be used for injections. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-3 and 5-16 and 19-20 are allowed. 
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5. 



The following is an examinees statement of reasons for allowance: The instant invention is 



distinguished over the prior art as disclosed in the above Response to Arguments section. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



6. An examinees amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Louis 
Gubinsky on November 5, 1999The application has been amended as follows: 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Sanza L McClendon whose telephone number is (703) 305-0505. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
James Seidleck can be reached on (703) 308-2462. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3599 for regular communications and (703) 305- 
3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0657. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 



Please cancel claims 




Conclusion 



smc 

November 5, 1999 



